Mother of slain Mathew Shepard urges campus to combat hate

By MIcHAEL LESTINGI

udy Shepard, activist mother of

Masthiswy Shepared, a young gy man
“rrutally killed five vears apo, spoke toa
cronwded Colton Chapel Wednesday
prighit with & mesage of hope and ac-
ptance, Many of the 450 audienc:
members barely held back tears as
Shepard showed a seven-minute video
that deserbed hate-motivated crmes
el the specifically vicious attack lead-
et hersonsdeath, On October 18,
00, Mathew Sheprarclwas heaten and
el tova fence post, the injuries of which
loel to his death several days later. Sobs

were audible m Colton Chapel as his
mother recounted the end of her son's
lifiz,

Shepard wavels across the country
sharing her story of pain and “a mom'’s
opinions and suggestions” o make the
world a more accepting place for the
gy beshian, bisexual, and mansgender
community. First, she unged the andi-
ST 10 2 ritl:b'ét'lg..: aluirs anid 1l'|li1i_L{':uJ[i-
gay jokes, encouraging people o ob-

ject when such comments are made.

“There are no innocent Bystanders,”
she said, She also emphasized pania-
pation in the political process, challeng-
ing Lafavette students to “vote, [and)
be good constituents.” Coming out as

Bush crosses line

cantinued, from page 2
ol respect lor a serious situation

that his own errors have created.
Bush supporters cdaim that he was
oty trying to hawe a little fun and that it
wis not gutsicke the bounds of respect-
alde sative, that is, with the exception
ll*l Raumisteld whao assens he, thLbccrr—
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fact dhat o Joved one seemingty died
looking for something which doesn't
exist. But don't get upset, it's a tracki-
tm!” is hardly an excusable statement.

MNothareg sunrs i up better than astate-
ment made in reference to the Presi-
dent by Al Sharpton; “Frve hundred
soldiers lost their lives, looking for
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a fend, ally or funily member in sup-
port of the gay community was also
stressed,

Shepard's suggestions were clear
simiple and engaging. Meredith Whate
6, lefi wath the feeling thar *
miake a difference doing small things,™
#[Mirs. Shepard)] put alot of power in
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mie b rake this movernent a success,”
ghee said

Ohmoniny Addekanmbi 4 expressed
A e caious reaction,
the audience was receptive, but 1 pot

“1 thought

the impression that it was the same old
Lafaverte coowd that comies ancd lstens
.. bt then doeso’t do anything ™

Brad Knote 06, cochairof QuEST,
|afivyene’s gy Astradght alliance, imime-
diately noticed a strong emotional re-
action from audience members. 1
don’tthink [the offenders] realized how
their acti IIIIHir'IIJ:IiIi'r the wiordd,"" he s

At the crowded reception that fol-
lenwed, Shepard embrwed many of the
andience members who came from
beath the: Lafayette communiy and the
greater Lehigh Valley: The event’s nain
eoordinator, ALF co-chair € ey Blevin
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Julie Castrer '04 and Jennifer Carty 04 discuss personal
experiences with Judy Shepard at the reception following her

07, was one aof the first o Ao h
Shepard aficr her address. “Her stony
of bravery really touched me,” he said.

Aspran of United Agairest Have Week,
Shepard’s visit was sponsored by
OuEST
Sesal Taboos), LAF (Lawette Activ-

Ohestiomng Estabhshed

moving presentation.

ties borum |, LENC (Lativeette Intercul-
tural Networking Council} Diela Ups-
lon, Stodenits for ."m-c'i.'ulll'nal'.rr, AL
Association of Lawyene Feminksts), twe
Chihee of the Dean of Stadenis, the
(Mlice of Ressidence Life, ane the U1
fice: of the Dean of Studies,




